
WHAT'S 
INSIDE?

I’m writing this while at the annual New Zealand Principals’ Federation Conference in
Ōtautahi, Christchurch. Being that it is Te Wiki o te Reo Māori, it felt fitting that our first
keynote speaker was Dr Hana O’Regan ONZM, a passionate advocate of the Māori
language and daughter of Sir Tipene O’Regan, an education lecturer and historian.

The theme of Te Wiki o te Reo Māori this year is ‘Ake, Ake, Ake - a Forever Language’.
The official website explains the theme represents “the resilience, adaptability and
endurance of our language. It also reflects the commitment New Zealanders have to
embracing and learning te reo Māori long into the future. Under enduring pressure te
reo Māori has shown it will adapt and survive. It grows with our people, our culture and
our environment." 

To understand the importance of the theme and it’s explanation it’s important to
understand some the history of te reo Māori. By 1970 only 5% of tamariki Māori could
speak te reo Māori, after years of the language being banned in schools and children
being beaten and punished for speaking te reo Māori. In her keynote Hana unpacked
how the destruction the language is a part of the blueprint of colonisation, worldwide.
No matter who the colonisers were (or are) the destruction of the indigenous language
(and culture) is a pattern. Dr O’Regan gave the examples of the destruction of the
Welsh and Irish (Gaelic) languages as well as more recent examples from places such
as Uganda. The loss of language and culture leads to the breakdown of cohesion and
community, which then also impacts on economic and social outcomes. 

Like other countries who have fought to save and protect their indigenous languages
(and cultures), there has been a strong positive movement throughout Aotearoa New
Zealand to embrace te reo Māori as a taonga (treasure). 

Stats NZ reports that "since 2018, the proportion of people able to speak more than a
few words or phrases of te reo Māori rose from 24% to 30%. The proportion of people
able to speak te reo Māori at least fairly well also increased to 7.9% in 2021,” and "in the
latest data, almost a quarter (23 percent) of Māori said they spoke te reo Māori as one
of their first languages, up from 17 percent in 2018.” That is positive progress!

We are very proud at Reremoana to be a 
part of that commitment and to be 
supporting all our ākonga to have at least 
some knowledge, understanding and 
respect for te reo Māori. While events such 
as Te Wiki o te Reo Māori highlight and 
celebrate this commitment, it is a valued 
part of our school’s practice on a daily 
basis.

And as Dr Hana O’Regan said this morning:
Kia tū takitahi, me mātua ū takitini 
- If we wish to stand as one, 
we must first all collectively commit.

Julie Cowan
Principal
Learn Grow Succeed
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Term 3, Week 9 2024

Thursday Sept 19

Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Malo e Lelei, Fakaalofa Lahi Atu, Talofa Lava, Nǐ hǎo, Salut, Namaste, Bonjour,
Bula Vinaka, Guten Tag, Goeie Dag, Shalom, Cześć, Hello, Ciào, おはよう (Ohayoou), 안녕 Ahn Nyeong,

Olá, Privet!, Xin Chào, Salam, Goedendag, Chom Reap Sour,  សួស្ Suosdei, Ayubowan, Ẹnlẹ́ó

http://www.reremoana.school.nz/
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Athletics 2024 - Important Update
To enable greater participation, and to better meet the needs of our younger students,
“Athletics Day” will be held across two days this year.

On 31 October at Massey Park , we will run a day similar to our traditional Athletics Day,
for our students from 8 year olds (born in 2016) and older.

There will be an ‘opt out’ opportunity for 8 year olds who would prefer to participate
only in an Athletics event for Te Puna/Te Puna Iti which is currently in its planning
stages. The date for this event,  which will be held at school, will be shared once
confirmed, but is likely to be toward the end of the school year. More information will
be shared in Week 1 of Term 4.

As always, we rely on adult/ex student help to make our Massey Park Athletics Day
operational.  Please see the information on the following page for how you or someone
you know can sign up to help.

There is a cost for this day, which covers equipment hire and bus transport to and from
Massey Park. “Made by May” is offering lunch packs -   See next page for how to pay for
both of these.

Te Awa students have been looking at a NZ artist named Raewyn Harris. She creates koru
inspired paintings reflecting the colours and patterns in nature. Here are some of our students
artwork they have created this week inspired by her work. More on the Te Awa FB page.

Te Wiki O Te Reo Māori 2024 Te Awa Art 



ATHLETICS 2024

ATHLETICS  DAY HELPERS NEEDED

If you are an ex-pupil or a parent of a student that will attending Athletics day,
please email Tracey with your availability and any experience you have -

traceya@reremoana.school.nz

COST - $16 per student to be paid on Hero by Thursday 24th October.
“MADE BY MAY” LUNCH ORDERS - available to order on KINDO, must be ordered

by Tuesday 29th October at 5pm.

Who?       Students aged 8 (turn 8 in 2016) and above
Where?   Massey Park 
When?    Thursday 31st October  

A separate school-based day will be held for Te Puna later in the year - more
information to come.



R E R E M O A N A  T E A M  2 0 2 4

Reremoana AIMS team had an awesome week down in Mt Maunganui. This year we had
18 students take part in a range of sports including Rip Rugby placing 31st,

Orienteering placing 18th, Golf placing 12th and Gymnastics placing 1st, 2nd and 3rd.
We got to go out for a delicious team dinner at Astrolabe, some of us went to the hot

pools in our down time and others played on the VR and Wii that was at the house.
Overall, each individual athlete stood out for their own development in their sports as
well as their fantastic sportsmanship. Jacob M won the MVP medal for the Rip team &

Bethany S won MVP medal for the Orienteering team. Congratulations and massive
well done to all of our athletes on a successful week. 

These events would not be able to take place without the support of whānau and staff.
A massive thank you to all who were involved in making this week what it was!

Thanks also to Miss White, Mrs Fourie and Miss O’Reilly for organising, coaching and
supporting our AIMS team.

 



Whānau Afternoon
Te Puna Iti and Te Puna 1 held a whānau open afternoon on Friday 13th September. 
It was lovely to see whānau (parents, grandparents, siblings) interacting with our tamariki in their
learning space, showing off their writing and other work they were proud of and collaborating
together on our 'learning through play' provocations. We hope our whānau enjoyed the experience
as we know our learners loved having you! 
Te Puna 2 whānau, keep an eye on our Facebook group posts for a rescheduled date.



Wear Cultural Attire &
clothing that supports

te ao Māori

Te Wiki o te reo MāoriTe Wiki o te reo Māori
We want to invite our whānau to our whole school

assembly celebrating Te Wiki o te Reo Māori.

When: Week 9, Friday 20th

September

Where: Reremoana School Hall

Time: Seated at 1:50pm, for a 2pm

start

This Friday,  20th September

Te Wiki o te reo māori- Ake, ake, ake!
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Thi k

Tīno Pai!
On Friday last week, Eden, one of our Head Leaders, represented
Reremoana at the Tauvaga Tautalaga APPA Aukilani (APPA Samoan
Language Speech Comp) at Finlayson Park School.
Thank you to her parents for taking and supporting her, and for sending
through this photo; congratulations, Eden!
In addition, next week both Eden and Nikhil will represent our school at the
Auckland APPA Rehu Tai competition.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Week 9
16 Sept - 20 Sept
Te Wiki o Te Reo

Māori

Return Sibling Photo
Forms
Full School Newsletter

Te Wiki o te Reo
Māori Celebration
2pm

Week 10
23 Sept - 27 Sept

School Photos
BOT Meeting
(Rescheduled)

MPSSA Basketball School  Reminders

Term 3 Important Dates
Updated Weekly

Term 4 Monday 14 October - Tuesday 17th Dec (Labour Day 28 Oct, TOD 29 Oct)



Enrolment Form

Community News

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LEyrN4pxdGw58fyGJUZ70zE6DPi9VJxTdnl3_ynWdf8/edit?usp=sharing


Community News



Nathan Homestead Spring School Holiday Programme
For more information, click here

https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/arts-culture-heritage/arts/art-centres-galleries-theatres/nathan-homestead/Pages/nathan-homestead-holiday-after-school-programmes.aspx

